
HOW TO CREATE
A HOLIDAY TREE
FOR BACKYARD
BIRDS

D I Y  F E E D E R :

When hungry birds come calling this holiday
season, give them a treat they’ll love: a holiday
tree decorated just for them. It’s festive and
provides another way for you to watch the birds this
season. Best yet, it provides birds with natural
shelter and a fun way to get the nutrients they
need.In winter months, feeding the backyard birds is
so important for these reasons. This creative DIY
outdoor craft will take about an hour as a great way
to keep the birds fed at the start of this cold season.
Start now as it may take time for the birds to find
their new favorite food source!

An evergreen (or another kind of tree) to
decorate in your yard
Kaytee Birders’ Blend birdseed
Water
Gelatin packets
Corn syrup
Cookie cutters
Straws
Scissors
Parchment paper
Cookie sheet
String (or thread)Needle
Peanuts (with shells)
Cranberries
Oranges
Apples
Craft wire
Kaytee Songbird Treat Bells

What You’ll Need:



MAKE THE BIRDSEED
ORNAMENTS

S T E P  1

Prep your gelatin according to the package (Typically, this is a matter of mixing gelatin with cold
water, then adding boiling water until it dissolves).
Add 2 tablespoons of corn syrup and stir. 
Mix in birdseed. We chose our Birders’ Blend as it’s great for permanent winter residents like
cardinals and woodpeckers. 
Spoon the seed mixture into your cookie cutters. Press the seed mixture firmly into the cookie
cutters with a sheet of parchment paper (this keeps the seed from sticking to your hands).
Cut your straws into 2-inch pieces and press into the top of your ornament to make a hole for
hanging. 
Let your ornaments chill on a cookie sheet in the fridge overnight.
Take the straws out and thread string through the holes.

These awesome instructions are adapted from Little Bins for Little Hands. 

Make extra items to redecorate your tree throughout the month as birds devour your creation! 
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STRING
TOGETHER YOUR
PEANUTS
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Thread string or strong thread through your needle
and push through each peanut’s shell until you
have a long string to hang. Peanut strings look best
when threading through the longest part of the
peanut, with string coming out from each narrow
end. Please note – if you’re making this craft with
kids, it’s best to have an adult handle this part!

Pro tip: Birds that love peanuts including
woodpeckers, jays, and titmice.

PREP FRUIT
ORNAMENTS

Cranberries, oranges, and apples make beautiful
edible ornaments. All you need to do is thread
your cranberries like you did with your peanuts,
then slice up oranges and apples. Hook craft wire
through the edge of each slice and curl up the
other end of the wire to create an ornament hook.
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